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Daxi Wood Art Ecomuseum was built for the mission of preserving cultural assets and encouraging the
joint participation from local communities. Taking a stroll at any corner of Daxi, one can see Daxi’s

over two-century history in microcosm.

Developments in the Qing Dynasty until present have contributed to Daxi’s diverse historical features.
Dahan Creek made Daxi a transport hub for commercial activities. With widespread ancient
transportation routes, important goods such as tea leaves, camphor, and timber could be shipped to
areas including Xinzhuang, Monga, Dadaocheng, and Tamsui through Dahan Creek, making Daxi an

important canal city in northern Taiwan.

After taking residence in Daxi, the Lin Ben-Yuan family hired wood craftsmen to build their family
mansion “Tongyidi”, which in turn laid down a foundation for Daxi’s centuries-old wood art history.
Developments over centuries have given distinctive characteristics to streets in the old town. Heping
Old Street is known for selling wood products. Caodianwei Street and Houwei Street were home to
wood shop apprentices and porters when cargo ships were sailing on the water. Zhongyang Road was
known for selling an assortment of household items. Zhongshan Road, which was the residential street
of gentries, was where important historical monuments such as Lu Tie-Chou Residence and Chian
A-Niu Chiancheng Store were located. The current Puji Road was the former site of Dakekan Branch
Office and dormitory complexes during the Japanese Colonial Period. Daxi Police Bureau Dormitory
Complex, which has been registered as a historical monument, serves as an important witness of this

historical period.

Be it the local wood product industry, the centuries-old history of police, street houses, ancient
historical buildings, Samurai Virtue Hall, and temples everywhere in Daxi, Saintly Emperor Guan’s
birthday celebration festival and pilgrimage, or the 715 culture, which has been around for centuries,
these tangible and intangible cultural assets and local residents have collaboratively shaped Daxi’s
distinctive lifestyle and indigenous culture. In light of this, Daxi Wood Art Ecomuseum endeavors to
collaborate with local residents to preserve, record, and showcase Daxi’s wood art industries and
common people’s life, encourage the public to participate in local cultural affairs, as well as to display
the small town’s cultural underpinnings interweaved by Daxi’s natural resources, humanistic elements,

lifestyles, and industries.

A museum, which is a living organism, grows together with local residents, both of which enrich each
other over time. We set out to announce the grand opening of Daxi Wood Art Ecomuseum in March
2015 with all Daxi local residents, aspire to turn the entire Daxi into a museum without concrete

boundaries.



As a result of developments over the past centuries, Daxi’s natural resources, humanistic elements,
environment, residents’ lifestyle, and the wood product industry have given birth to a vast number of
tangible and intangible cultural assets, making Daxi a museum itself. Based on the foundation of a
20-year community development undertaking, we aspire to develop a set of local residents-centered
ideas, attach importance to the participation of local residents and the spirit of social practice, preserve
tangible and intangible cultural assets on this land, manage “our” museum with local residents, and
bring individual value and honor into sight in the course of taking collaborative action. In this way,
people who set foot in Daxi also enter a museum whereas local residents are museum docents to share
the study of Daxi. More than a place for living, Daxi is also turned into a place of education. “Our”

Daxi Museum is an ecomuseum which demonstrates Daxi’s charisma in everyday life.

Daxi Wood Art Ecomuseum, which was founded centering on Daxi’s centuries-old wood art, also aims
to include an assortment of tangible and intangible cultural assets in Daxi. Therefore, Daxi’s
humanistic elements, natural resources, residents’ lifestyle, and industries covering furniture, wood art,
dietary practices, history, religion, culture, etc. are all what the museum intends to preserve and make
known to the public. Daxi Wood Art Ecomuseum also sets out to collaborate with community
development programs and various educational activities to realize the vision of transforming Daxi into
a museum without concrete boundaries, promote a more profound cultural tourism, and assist to create

brands for Daxi wood art.

[Mission]
1. Advocate a life with wood art
2. Preserve commoner culture
3. Restore the glory of craftsmen

4. Give impetus to the revival of the area

[Objectives]
1. Promote the preservation, reuse, and remaking of Daxi’s tangible and intangible cultural assets
2. Explore, record, and showcase the lives of common people in Daxi as well as the history and culture
of the wood art industry in Daxi.
3. Encourage the passing down of wood art, promote the spirit of craftsmen in Daxi, and create brands
for Daxi wood art.
4. Encourage public participation in interpreting indigenous culture and public affairs as well as make
the study of Daxi a new study.
5. Discover and connect resources in Daxi, create highlights of regional specialties, and propel revival

and development of the area.



Making good use of this town’s old buildings, we chose registered historical monuments Japanese style
dormitory of Daxi Primary School, Daxi Police Bureau Dormitory Complex, and Samurai Virtue Hall
as the museum’s operations center. Repairs over a few steps and years are scheduled to be performed in
2015-2019. The repaired buildings are to be used as space for museum exhibitions, education,
promotion, cultural and art exchange, passing down of artistry, DIY workshops, displays of Daxi’s

special historical figures and stories, community participation, and museum operations.

2015  No 1. Exhibition Pavilion (the previous Japanese style dormitory of Dasi Primary School at
No.68, Zhongzheng Rd.)
2016  Daxi History Exhibition Pavillion (four joined dormitories No. 17, 19, 21, and 23 of the
previous Daxi Police Bureau Dormitory Complex on Puji Road.)

Daxi Craftsmen’s Stories Exhibition Pavillion (No. 52, Puji Road.)

Samurai Virtue Hall and Connecting Corridor Special Exhibition Pavilion (No. 29, 31, 33,
Puji Road.)

2017-2019 Finish equipping and furnishing the theme-based exhibition pavilions which incorporate
cultural innovation, DIY workshops, art in the village, art exchange, and Daxi’s
distinctive features (Ln. 13, Puji Rd. Spread out from the dormitory complex to streets,

alleys, costal landscapes, etc.)

The Samurai Virtue Hall in Daxi was built in 1935 before World War II. Many other Samurai Virtue
Halls were built everywhere by Japanese, who practiced militarism and advocated the spirit of Bushido,
as arenas for policemen and young male adults to practice Judo and kendo. “Martial virtues”, which
denote the five martial virtues of kendo, include justice, honor, courage, etiquette, and courteousness.”
After Daxi Township Assembly Hall became a president palace in 1950, a great number of military
police officers were deployed in Daxi, and the Samurai Virtue Hall in Daxi became the dormitory of
the troops. Following the withdrawal of the troops in 2000, Samurai Virtue Hall was renovated. The
original wooden structures and bronze embellishment on the rooftop were unscathed yet walls on the
four sides of the hall and surrounding fences were changed to cement and granule materials.
Subsequently, Samurai Virtue Hall was registered as a historical monument in Taoyuan County in 2004

and became a public property managed by Daxi Wood Art Ecomuseum in 2005.

The Japanese style dormitory of Daxi Primary School, a typical Japanese-style raised bungalow built in

the 1920s, used to be a school principal dormitory. Its most recent occupant was Mr. Chen Mao-Lin, an



English teacher at Daxi Junior High School. Mr. Chen Mao-Lin’s wife Ms Cuiwu Chen-Wang used to
teach needlework at the dormitory. A “Xi-Guang Sewing School” banner hanging directly above the
dormitory door was the communal memory of many women in Daxi. In 2007, the Japanese style
dormitory of Daxi Primary School was registered as a “historical monument” in Taoyuan County. After
the Department of Cultural Affairs took over management, the Japanese style dormitory of Daxi
Primary School became Daxi Wood Art Ecomuseum’s first building open to the public after renovation
and was therefore known as the “No.l1 Exhibition Pavilion”. Transforming a previous private living
area into a public space opens a window to Daxi culture, breathes new life into the old building, and

reflects transitions as a result of the passing of time.

Daxi Police Bureau Dormitory Complex has been a witness of the evolution of police and the
development processes of Daxi from the Japanese Colonial Period to the government of the Republic
of China in nearly one century. The construction of Daxi Police Bureau Dormitory Complex, which
used to house officers and general staff, commenced in 1911 during the Japanese Colonial Period. The
Dakekan Branch Office was reshuffled to become Daxi Township Government Building in 1920 and
subsequently the current Daxi Precinct in 1945. Despite continuous changes in authorities and
evolution over time, the dormitory complex’s main function has never altered. At present, the
remaining few dormitory occupants are entirely veterans who used to serve in the police force or these

veterans’ family and descendants.

The historical value of Daxi Police Bureau Dormitory Complex can be attributed to its various
dormitories of different grades and its cliff-side views. Following the commencement of the
construction in 1901, several repairs and construction works were performed to build the existing
single-detached dormitories, four joined dormitories, and six joined dormitories. During the period of
the Republic of China, dormitories built with bricks, concrete, and metal sheets were built alongside
old dormitories made of wood as a response to insufficient space in old dormitories. Distinctive alleys
and passages formed by these dormitories are still visible now. In particular, No. 29 and No. 31
dormitories on Puji Road used to be subsidiary buildings attached to Samurai Virtue Hall. Both of the
dormitories were built in 1935. Repairs are to be arranged to restore the connecting corridor to its

original state.

As for reuse of the dormitory complex in the future, its original state as a living area would stay
unchanged, and stories about government offices and local residents in Daxi would be recounted. In
addition, displays, in-house art, art exchange, and DIY experiences are scheduled to be added to the

exhibition pavilion’s existing features.



We value the participation of local residents. For that reason, we have been advocating the concept of
“street corner exhibition pavilions” since 2013 in the hope of inviting local residents to mind, preserve,
and exhibit Daxi culture. Be it shops, schools, workshops, wood factories, or any space with stories and
memories, all are our museum’s folk companions as long as they can stick to their original “enthusiasm
to change and enthusiasm to give” aspiration and are inclined to move forward in the direction of a
better Daxi in the future. A network made by Daxi Police Bureau Dormitory Complex and Street
Corner Exhibition Pavilions not only brings into sight the history of Daxi but also the inspirational
history of common people’s lives. Street Corner Exhibition Pavilions, which consist of several small
pavilions featuring different themes, have Daxi residents or shop owners as exhibition docents. In
doing so, each street corner exhibition pavilion can share its own great stories. People who visit these

hidden gems behind Daxi streets and alleys may find out different surprises.

In love with Takekan-- traces of an old-time industry

After the Atayal and Pingpu tribe people set foot on Daxi (which was previously called Takekan),
diverse ethnic groups including the Han Chinese and the Hakka people also took residence and formed
communities in Daxi. Over centuries, the mother river Dahan Creek has not only nourished and
provided for this land but also connected transport and development in the outside world. With the
advantage of Dahan Creek water transport, Daxi used to the farthest point where goods transported
through branches of Tamsui River could reach. As the most important inland port for business
activities, Daxi used to be a confluence point of camphor, tea leaves, coal mine, and timber resources in

different historical periods, which resulted in Daxi’s booming and diverse industries.

When the stars align —the wood art industry has taken root in Daxi

Fuxing District, which is adjacent to Daxi, is a natural and beautiful treasury of timber resources.
Timber was transported from the upstream to the downstream of Dahan Creek and gathered in Daxi.
Such convenient water transport alleviated the heaviness of transporting bulky timber from places to
places. Moreover, a moist temperature in Daxi is favorable for glazing wood products, adding another

exceptional natural condition for the making of wood art.

In the late Qing Dynasty, AU RAST<—2, T, =H VU, 7R, Ne, tE, JUREE,
JUBR, {(T#EZ4E > gathered together in the old downtown area of Daxi. A great number of rich
businessmen and influential families built their family mansions in Daxi. Tangshan wood craftsmen
from Quanzhou City, Fujian Province, China were invited to Taiwan to supervise work as large as
making wood house pillars and beams or as small as making wood furniture. Thanks to these dexterous
Tangshan wood craftsmen, a foundation for Daxi wood art was established so that the artistry may be

passed down to future generations.



The glory of Daxi- home of wood furniture and worship tables

Along with Taiwan’s economic take-off in 1960s came a growing demand for furniture and worship
tables and a booming wood product industry in Daxi. The heyday of Daxi wood product industry came
in 1970s and 1980s when hardwood such as rosewood and mahogany were used to make superb quality
furniture and wood products. Heping Road alone had as many as 50 to 60 wood shops. Such prosperity
continued until the 1990s when an economic recession struck, furniture at low prices from Southeast
Asia were sold in Taiwan, people’s lifestyle changed, the demand for wood furniture and worship
tables dropped sharply, and the entire wood product industry was impacted. Despite such adversity,
developments of wood product industry and culture in Daxi over centuries have incorporated history,
art, folk craft, tangible objects, and intangible artistry, all of which was already intertwined with Daxi
people’s life, customs, and beliefs. The entire Daxi is like a living dictionary about wood objects and
worship tables. Wood product industry workers and wood craftsmen demonstrate their craftsman spirit,
endeavor to embrace a “conscientious, carrying forward, and innovative” attitude in passing down
Daxi’s centuries-old culture, put their heart and soul into each wood item, and continue Daxi’s glory in

producing top-notch wood art.

Early Daxi wood worship tables embellished with engravings in the patterns of dragons and lotus

flowers (image provided by Xie Sheng Wood Products)

Joining wooden joints with solid skills, engraving exquisite patterns, exercising great care in materials

selection, and glazing the wood in a meticulous manner are secrets to Daxi’s unrivaled wood products

Aside from the marvelous woodcraft, Daxi wood products are also acclaimed for showing craftsmen’s
excellent engraving techniques. Along with people’s changing needs in life and sense of aesthetics,
furniture is becoming lighter and with less complicated designs and embellishments. However, some
wood engraving artists are still practitioners of this exquisite art. Artists such as Lin Tian-Sheng and
Chen Li-wei still perform delicate wood engraving on wood worship tables and wood furniture.
Buddha statue engraving artists including Wu Rong-Si, Lan Wei-Wen, and many others have created a
whole new scene of wood engraving. There are also artists who draw on traditional elements,
incorporate their own unique sense of aesthetics and life experiences, and perform art-oriented wood
engraving. These artists include Jian Chen-Hsing, Chen Bo-Rong, and Ministry of Education “Folk Art
Heritage Awards” winner You Li-Hai, who not only works in the wood furniture industry but also
began to work on the art of wood engraving in recent years. The vigor and resilience of Daxi wood art
is reflected on wood craftsmen’s free, unrestricted, and assorted ideas. Whether undergoing
transformation or not, embracing traditional or innovative elements, their insistence on wood art is to

let the unrelenting sound of wood engraving heard all over Daxi.



The street of wood products -- Heping Old Street

Starting from the Japanese Colonial Period, Dixi’s Heping Old Street has always had a cluster of wood
shops. Nowadays, shop names in the Japanese Colonial Period are still noticeable on the fagade of
buildings. At present, old shops which have been operating on this old street for decades include Xie
Da (%K) , Xie Sheng ({3755 , Xin Yu Qing (7 £J%) , Ri Yue (H H) , Xin Fa (}7%f) , Xin Fa ((5%) ,
Chao Yang (8f[%) , Xie Xin (F3¥#1) , Xie He (Fjf1), Xie Da (%) , Xin Xin (&}7) , Guang Da (&
K), You Dong-Cheng, Su Yong-Hsiang, etc.

Residential street of scholars and celebrities- Zhongshan Road

In the Japanese Colonial Period, Zhongshan Road, which was previously called “New South Old
Street”, was mainly where scholars and celebrities lived. Some affluent businesspeople, local
influential families, doctors, and a small number of Taiwanese who worked for the government also
lived on this street. For example, local gentry Lu Ying-Yang and his glue color painter son Lu
Tie-Chou used to live in “Chamber of Orchids”. Camphor and coal mine business tycoon Chain A-Niu
used to do business and live in the grand and magnificent “Chiancheng Store”. In addition, Zhongshan

Road also had several high-end bistros and shops that exclusively catered for Japanese customers.

Street of Blacksmith Shops--Zhongyang Road.

With thriving agricultural activities in the past, there was a big demand for iron agricultural tools. Daxi
was also where Fuxing District aborigines ordered their savage knives fan-dao (F /]). In the Japanese
Colonial Period, there used to be 11 blacksmith shops on Zhongyang Road, making incessant metal
forging sounds. Nowadays, the remaining three old blacksmith shops in Daxi are Zheng Ji Hao (IE&
5%) Blacksmith Shop and Hu Lu Lai (#§E2K) Blacksmith Shop on Zhongyang Road along with
Qian Xiang (F%F) Blacksmith Shop on Jieshou Road.

Time-honored businesses -warmth and humanity of traditional industries

Where there are groups of people, there are various livelihood needs. In old days, a great variety of
shops were already doing business. These shops included variety shops, exorcist shops, barbershops,
hair salons, gold and silver jewelry shops which were used for preparing for a girl’ dowry,
stone-carving workshops which produced memorial stones, tombstones, stone utensils, incense-making
businesses to cater for worship practices, etc. At present, two centuries-old Chinese herbal medicine
shops- Quan Chang Tang (4 E %) and Zai Sheng Tang (F§4E i), which are managed by
third-generation and fourth-generation owners respectively, are still operating on an old street. At
another 180-old house in Daxi, a defunct five-generation Gu Yu Pastry Shop (fr {828 f£8F5#H) used to

sell steamed sponge cakes and other baked products here. Although the pastry shop has ceased



operations, the old house was repaired and preserved with culture and innovation in mind to pass down
the pastry family’s memories. Currently, many old shops in Daxi are still open. When old grandpa and
grandma shop owners give out their cordial and friendly smile, what are told are not only the history

but also the warmth and humanity of these shops.

1d and savory marinades which are enriched over time, fresh-baked pastry with rich butter fragrance,
bean products with a whiff of delicate fragrance, pleasant and tantalizing aromas in the air of Daxi old
streets, traditional glutinous rice balls, sticky rice from a centuries-old shop, salty rice puddings from a
shop run by a former village head’s wife, cold water tofu puddings, peanut candies, moonlight cakes,
local special delicacies, and many other common people’s foods are all here. Many of these specialties
have a centuries-old recipe, which is handed down from older generations to younger generations and
get bettered over time. Take a treasure-hunting trip to fruit and vegetable markets in Daxi, you may

find out many local food ingredients and hidden gems for delicious food!

Fu Ren Palace and Pu Ji Temple in the old downtown area are two major religious centers in Daxi.
Whenever there are ceremonies or festivals, devout worshipers from everywhere flock into Daxi old
streets and create an incessant flow of people. Along the end of Heping Old Street and to Puji Road,
there is an array of places of worship including Pu Ji Temple, Xiu De Zen Temple, Zhen Fu Palace, Fu
Ren Palace, Jiang Xia Hall (Chen Clan Ancestral Hall), Nazarene Christian Church, Ji Yang Hall
(Jiang Clan Ancestral Hall), Christian Presbyterian Church, Zhen Nan Temple, etc. The old downtown
area alone has nine temples that enshrine the God of Land, who guards this blessed land around Daxi
old streets. In Daxi old streets, where diverse religious beliefs coexist, Buddhists, Christians, and

Taoists have always had mutual respect for each other.

The Saintly Emperor Guan’s Birthday Celebration, which is held in Daxi Pu Ji Temple on the 24th day
of the second month in the Chinese calendar each year, has been registered as an intangible cultural
asset by the Bureau of Cultural Heritage, Ministry of Culture. This celebration, which has been around
since 1914, is more important than Chinese New Year celebration for residents in Daxi. Residents all
take days off from work in order to return to their town to join the three-day celebration. In particular,
the one-of-a-kind pilgrimage primarily participated by the “t15H” from all industries in Daxi, cannot be
found elsewhere in Taiwan. For example, the “Xie Yi Troupe”, which was formed by businesses in the
wood product industry in Daxi, used its “Do Mou Performance” to develop a unique +553{L; as well
as create the grandest and most distinctive Saintly Emperor Guan’s birthday celebration in Northern

Taiwan.



