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The preliminary exploration — Masilid, the Tribe of North Leaf as an example, the
research of naming the place in the traditional domain from the angle of cognitive

linguistics
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The place name is the outcome of the thinking process that people give the
physical geographic environment in various languages, and symbols < Place
names possess not only the sound, shape, meaning, and location but also is
involved in regional distribution, the indicating of natural resource, the local
geographic type, and characteristics.

EEFRAIRE S E25X Lakoff & Johnson (1980)f5H - T bl | U " aBAIE
W R NSRRI S - RS EE TR - NHEEER R, AR
Y ~ FEEHIEYHETERIRAVEY) - 2R (source domain)ift s 21 H A7k
(target domain)iBHE » DUEBERHIIRES -
Lakoff & Johnson, the renowned American cognitive linguist (1980) indicated that
"metaphorical concept ; or so-called " recognitive simile | is the primary
method how human beings conceptualize the world for the establishment of the
concept and world recognition of human beings, People frequently apply
" metaphor | to indicate the abstract objects through the embodied and the
object they familiarize. To take and accept the brand new concept through the
process of (source domain) projecting to (target domain).
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The " cognitive simile | is categorized into two types ( metaphor) and

(metonymy ) . Place names are the indication coming from the recognition,
experience, and thinking in the process of interaction between the human being



and world outside. To analysis place names by using the theory of image and
the theory of metaphor from cogpnitive linguistics, it will reduce the landform,
human historical events and the residential activities at that time. When people
have the different focus on a geographic entity, the various characteristics will
become apparent which generate different images and the so-called name of the
place.  The concept of naming in cognitive linguistics can be roughly divided
into nine categories. They are the concept and place names of tribe living, the
concept and the place of Sense, the concept and place names of Plant, the
concept and place names of the Natural Terrian.  Also the concept and place
names of Location, the concept and place names of geology, the concept and
place names of the Hydrology, the concept and place names of Animals, and
others.
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There are very few articles with the discussion of place-naming from the point of
view in cognitive linguistics. It has never been seen that the article with the
discussion of place-naming in the aspect of traditional aboriginal, therefore the
author tried to apply the ' conceptional metaphor ; or so-called " recognitive
simile ; indicated (1980) by Lakoff & Johnson, the cognitive linguist, to explore
and discuss the establishment of the main method to the concept of naming the
place in traditional domain in the field of place tribe people
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