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American short story novelist, poet.

Born in Oregon in 1938, Carver married at 19 after graduating high school because
his wife was with child. To support his family he had been a sawmill laborer,
doorman, delivery man, and librarian, but life was still hard to maintain. The first half

of his life Carver spent in unemployment, alcoholism and bankruptcy while his family



fell apart, poverty stricken. But he had always held on to his dream of being a writer

and never stopped writing.

His writing skills are hard earned. He didn’t shine in the literary world until he was
40 in the late 70s. In 1983 he received the Mildred and Harold Strauss Living Award;
in 1985 he received Poetry Magazine’s Levinson Prize; in 1988 he was inducted into
the American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters; he received an honorary
Doctor of Letters degree from the University of Hartford, and also a creative arts
award from Brandeis University. However, Carver didn’t enjoy fame for long and
passed away at age 50. The works he left behind are few, including Will you please
be quiet please?, Cathedral, Furious Seasons and other collections of short stories

and poems. His work has been adapted into film such as Short Cuts and others.



