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ABSTRACT

Singapore is the main research object of this thesis, and | use structural realism
to run through the full text, to explore how the "City Country" has become a
developed country from a third world country in the situation that is surrounded with
big countries. | also retraced that since the founding of the country, Singapore has
established a fair, stable and special diplomatic relationship with China, and has "get
on the road to the economic development of China"” to strengthen itself. Secondly,
continue the foreign policy and China policy of Singapore, | also explore the
long-standing South China Sea policies of Singapore and China. Finally, 1 will discuss
after the active involvement of the United States in the South China Sea Dispute in
2010 and its support to the proposal of Philippines for the South China Sea Arbitration,
how the words and deeds of Singapore on the South China Sea issue have influenced
the long-established friendship with China, and | will also use them to explore the
consistency and variability of the foreign policy in Singapore.

This thesis finds that Singapore has long prioritized a solid “self-help” capability
to promote positive diplomatic engagement and to adjust China policy in response to
adapt to the changes in the situation. As the stability of the South China Sea is a core
interest of Singapore, its South China Sea policy is to avoid the South China Sea
dispute to damage the "balance of power" pattern. When the Claimant Countries have
repaired their relationship with China gradually, it highlights the essence of the South
China Sea dispute which is actually a power competition between China and the
United States. When President Donald Trump adjusted the global strategic layout, he
decisively affected the situation in the South China Sea. Meanwhile, China actively
expanded its influence in Asia through the strategy of “The Belt and Road Initiative”.
In the face of changes in global and regional power structures, Singapore has been
more cautious in dealing with the affairs of China and the United States. It commits to
"small countries should have the actions of small countries” to safeguard their own
interests. The Republic of China and Singapore are both "small countries” in the
international community. As a small country, The Republic of China can take the
surviving way of small countries in Singapore as a reference to handle the United
States and China affairs flexibly and pragmatically, and strive for international space

to ensure its national security and economic interests.
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