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Foreword
By the Mayor of Kaohsiung City

Establishing Kaohsiung as a Sustainable Low-Carbon City

The environmental load in Kaohsiung is comparatively higher than other cities in
Taiwan. In order to reduce the air and noise pollution and build a sustainable
transportation system, as well as to tie in the construction of the Kaohsiung Mass
Rapid Transit System — Orange and Red Lines and the network of designated cycle
lanes, the concept of setting up the Kaohsiung City Public Bike System was brought

up-.

The Kaohsiung City Public Bike System plays the role as “the last-mile
connection to the destinations.” Since its launch in March 1999, there are currently
120 bike stations (June, 2013), and an estimated total of 160 stations will be set up
through out the city by the end of 2013. This System is not only the first public bike
system with a self-serviced rental kiosks in Taiwan, but is also the largest system with
the most coverage and the cheapest rates comparing to other cities. Bikes can be
rented conveniently by using registered I-PASS MRT cards or credit cards. It has
become the most unique sustainable transportation in Kaohsiung City. In addition
with the increasing popularity of cycling in recent years, over two million people have
used this service to date (June, 2013). As a result, the carbon footprints have been
reduced by approximately 2,000 tons, and the air pollution has been reduced by
approximately 175 tons.

Regarding the construction on the network of bike paths, there are currently 566
kilometers of designated cycle lanes (June, 2013) which will be further expanded to
estimated 700 kilometers by the end of 2014. A number of the bike stations have
been set up along the cycle lanes as well as throughout the city. Our friendly attitude
and thoughtful designs for the cyclers were part of the reasons why Kaohsiung City
was ranked 3" place in bike-friendly cities in Asia by the CNN in 2010.

Lastly, citizens and visitors of Kaohsiung are encouraged to take the public
transportations and use the Public Bike System regularly. It is a great way to
exercise and also to reduce the carbon footprints which help transform Kaohsiung into
a sustainable city with low carbon-footprints.

Chu Chen
Mayor of Kaohsiung City




