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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the separation experiences between
children and migrant domestic workers. Narrative research method was applied to
collect and analyze data. Interviews were conducted for the participants to narrate
their life stories. Also, the interpretations and understandings from the researcher were
to explore the separation experiences between children and migrant domestic workers.

Three females were selected as the participants through judgement sampling
method. Semi-structured and in-depth interviews, each was two times, were applied.
The recordings were transformed to transcriptions and written in first-person life
stories. The narrated texts were analyzed by the holistic-content approach from
narrative analysis models.

The results of this study were as follows. First, the relationship establishment
between children and migrant domestic workers involved the following processes: (a)
reduction of parent-child interactions; (b) the companionship with the migrant
domestic workers; (c) relationship establishment.

Second, children had unique reactions and needs when the separation
experiences occurred. The separation reactions were affected by the degree of the
dependency on the migrant domestic workers of the family, the degree of
environmental support from parents, and the different separated ways. Moreover,
children needed accompany and supports from parents in order to get through the loss
and it was also influenced by attachment styles.

Third, children observed the behaviors and attitudes of their parents to

understand the position and role of the migrant domestic workers, and formed their



own unique interpretations based on their parents, which in turn affected their
interactions with their parents.

In the end, based on the research results, the researchers proposed some
recommendations for children, their parents and facilitators, and provide suggestions

for future research.
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