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Space is an idiosyncrasy generated by people, so when thinking about spaces, one
cannot just consider the superficial aesthetic expression such as design style and
visual effects, instead, must start from the most fundamental core essence which is
the living style emanated from people’s living.
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The project is located in Ningpo, Zheliang Province, PRC, as the site is located in the
new residential area, established by the China Vanke Group, consisted of residential
building, outdoor parks and indoor public spaces. As the two buildings are of
different height, and differentiated elements are infused into the design planning,
where the reading area was designated on an originally empty space, which in turn
has become an indoor space that shall tentatively become the customer reception of
the sales center, as considering the relationship between the glass curtain wall and
viewing area. This area shall become an important indoor recreational space, when
integrated with café and reading area, illuminated with round-shaped membrane
ceiling design that brings neo-natural-light into the space.
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As the “Realm of Light” originates from the concept of “Co-dependence with Nature”,
the exterior landscaping is designed by the collaborating architectural team which
uses the symbolism of flowing water, in conjunction with large area of wooden
fences allowing sunlight to penetrate into the space creating different patterns of
light and shadow at different times. As external light is let into the space, then the

interior space is to capture the penetrated light, by allowing beholders to experience



the mapping of time, hence feeling the relaxation inside out. The indoor public space
consists of the entrance area, exhibition area, café area and reading area, all of
which are imbued with natural timber as the naturalistic symbolism, while the
marble articulating the synergy of the natural and the manmade, a metaphysical
transition between the innate psychology and the modern technology.
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The entrance area is the transition from outside to the interior, continuing the
external architectural semantics with one-piece extended smoked timber fences
matching the modern feel of white marble, as the transparent white flying bird
gliding towards the place filled with diffused light, while functional exhibits are
placed in the comfortable ambiance of sunlight and flying birds, a visual focus. When
traversing between café and reading space, the transition is articulated in the
shifting of materiality of glass and metal, while illuminated by two sides of
large-pane full-height glass, one of which being the source of illumination, and the
other being timber grilled inducing its time-varied diffusion effect, the central space
becomes liberated by the diffused light when the inside-outside play of the
suspended metal grill lines evokes duality of reality and virtuosity, which was

permeated with sense of freedom and the unity of the interior and the exterior.
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