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Leqislative bill proposes ban on sunscreen chemical harmful to coral reefs
Sunscreens face state ban

On Tuesday, the House Committee on Energy and Environmental Protection passed House Bill 600,
introduced by Representative Nicole Lowen (District 6, Kailua-Kona, Holualoa), which would prohibit the
sale of sunscreens containing the chemical oxybenzone.

The committee also moved House Bill 819 forward that would allow continued sale of oxybenzone
products, but impose new labeling requirements. HB 600 will next go to the House Floor and then to the
Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection.

Oxybenzone has been an FDA approved sunscreen ingredient since 1980.

State Senator Will Espero (D/Ewa Beach, Ewa) is one of a group of legislators proposing a ban of all
sunscreen products that contain oxybenzone and octinoxate in Hawaii (except under medical prescription),
but adds “we are not going to be out there checking people on the beach and looking at their sunscreen.”

That’s because if the ban becomes law, you won’t be able to buy sunscreen with this chemical in local
stores.

When asked if he thinks there will be any push-back from companies that use the chemical in their
sunscreens, Espero said “I've already been approached by a lobbyist who is going to be advocating against
our legislation.”

He said while there won’t be airport checks to make sure no one is importing the products to the islands, if
the ban becomes law and goes into effect in July 2018, anyone caught selling or distributing sunscreens
containing oxybenzone could face a misdemeanor.

The bill is already attracting attention from other regions with economies reliant on reefs, including Palau
and the British Virgin Islands, Espero says. But manufacturers argue that more evidence is needed to
warrant a ban. In November 2015, a group of European Parliament members proposed a motion to ban
oxybenzone in cosmetic products throughout the European Union, but that legislation has stalled.

But sunscreen manufacturers such as L'Oréal disagree that a ban is needed. “Regulatory decisions have to
be made on sound scientific evidence and multiple studies,” says Marc Leonard, head of L'Oréal’s Research
& Innovation, Environmental Research department in Aulnay-sous-Bois, France. Despite this, says Leonard,
L'Oréal are working on making sunscreen products without oxybenzone, in anticipation of a possible ban.

The Consumer Healthcare Products Association, a national trade association for manufacturers based in
Washington DC, says that it will oppose a ban until there is more evidence.
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