U.S. President-elect Donald Trump on Thursday said for the first time that he supports the
completion of a pipeline project near a North Dakota Indian reservation, which has been
the subject of months of protests by tribes and environmentalists.

A communications briefing from Trump's transition team said despite media reports that
Trump owns a stake in Energy Transfer Partners (ETP.N), the company building the
pipeline, Trump's support of the pipeline "has nothing to do with his personal investments
and everything to do with promoting policies that benefit all Americans."

Activists have spent months protesting plans to route the $3.8 billion Dakota Access
Pipeline beneath a lake near the Standing Rock Sioux reservation, saying the project
poses a threat to water resources and sacred Native American sites.

The 1,172-mile (1,885 km) pipeline project, owned by Texas-based Energy Transfer
Partners LP, is mostly complete, except for a segment planned to run under Lake Oahe, a
reservoir formed by a dam on the Missouri River.

Now that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers process for permitting the pipeline is nearly
complete, experts think it's too late for Obama to intervene.

By law, the decision falls to the Army Corps — not the executive branch — and short of
firing the head of that agency, any action by Obama would require considerable overreach,
and could be easily overturned by the next president.

Not only that, it could send the message that it's ok for Donald Trump or other presidents
to force the hand of independent agencies.

Canada’s Trans Mountain Pipeline expansion would nearly triple the amount of Alberta oil
transported to the Vancouver-area port just across the water from this tiny First Nation
reserve, where the Tsleil-Waututh people are battling a pipeline with far bigger capacity
than the bitterly fought-over Keystone and Dakota Access pipelines in the U.S.

The $6.3 billion expansion would position Canada to be the biggest oil producer in the
Americas, and could be approved as soon as Monday by the Trudeau administration.
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