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Li Bai

Inviting to Drink (translated by Vince Tsai)

Guess you'd see waters of Yellow River coming from above
rushing to the sea with no return

Guess you'd grieve to see reflection from main hall mirror
your hair black in morn yet snow white in eve

Seize the moment of jubilee, and don’t let the glasses

be empty in moonshine

The talented is destined to be utilized and

the fortune spent would soon be reimbursed

Slaughter the cattle and goat and

let us banquet, drinking 300 glasses in high spirit

Dear friends of mine, cheer up, don’t stop

[ will sing you a song, please lend me your ears

Will such rare and costly dishes be treasured in the end ?

[’d rather be drunk , awakened never

All great sages in old times left unnoticed

whereas capable drinker’s names remembered

King Chen’s feast in Taoist temple, tons of wine

cost thousand coins been greatly enjoyed

Don’t worry about the bill, just you buy enough wines for us to drink
Have the lad sell the precious horse and coats of fur

worth thousands, in exchange of wines best

Let's bottom up to cast aside long-lasting sorrow.




