BIRTH OF A LEGEND — THE FIFTY FATHOMS

Driven by its pioneering spirit since its founding in 1735, Blancpain’s historical connection
with diving reaches back more than half a century to 1953, with the launch of the world’s first
modern diving watch: the Fifty Fathoms. This now iconic timepiece reflected a shared vision,
that of Jean-Jacques Fiechter, Blancpain’s then CEO, drawn from his own experiences and
passion for scuba diving, and also that of the newly formed French combat diving corps, led
by Captain Robert “Bob” Maloubier and Lieutenant Claude Riffaud. The ideas and concepts
woven into that first Fifty Fathoms have defined diving watches for the entire industry ever
since.
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