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The National Health Insurance System has been implemented in Taiwan since 1995. Ever since 

then, BNHI (Bureau of National Health Insurance) has taken part in the trade which originally 

considers only the providers and the demanders of medical services. 

Due to the increasing expenses of health insurance, the authorities of health insurance are 

adjusting the policies about insurance payments and are also interfering hospital operations. This 

has indirectly changed the relationship between doctors and patients, creating a multilateral 

medical system. 

Henceforth, service qualities of certain medical institutions and their income sources are under 

control of both the health care authorities and the National Health Insurance System. The 

expenses being supervised, medical institutions have to put more efforts into distributing medical 

resources and improving service qualities in an efficient way. 

Under the pressure of elevating services while reducing costs, medical institutions have taken 

management more serious than ever. Hospitals now have to revise their operating courses in 

order to cope with the interference of BNHI and other health care policies. 
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  過去八年來，美國政府皆拒絕投資研究目前世界上最具前瞻性之一的醫療科技――人類

胚胎幹細胞。它能夠修補甚至取代受到感染或破壞的身體組織。胚胎幹細胞之所以引人注目，

在於其科學貢獻及道德上的爭議。科學角度而言，胚胎幹細胞能夠大量形成人體任何部位的

細胞，這也因此成為它們最大的醫療用途。道德爭議則是因為以目前的技術要取得胚胎幹細

胞，通常必須犧牲人類胚胎。 

  當然這些胚胎並非受精卵（它們通常為體外受精下「多餘」的細胞）。然而，喬治布希

以及部分群眾認為此技術消滅了具有潛在生命的細胞。 

  現任總統歐巴馬表示他將廢除相關禁令。當他的話兌現，美國學術界便不須再牙癢癢的

看著其他國家越趨進步。雖然法規還未真正修改，相關學術界的氣氛早已活絡許多。 



  一月二十三日，更有一顯著的改變。美國食品及藥物管理局（ＦＤＡ）批准了第一場關

於人類胚胎幹細胞的臨床實驗，由位於加州的杰龍生物醫藥公司所舉行。杰龍公司能夠申請

審核且ＦＤＡ有權批准，因為相關禁令不適用於私人融資研究。如此看來，美國已重返幹細

胞研究市場。 

 


