一、[實境對話]
Last night Tony was at a Major League baseball game that Hunter originally wanted to go very badly but missed.
Tony: I went to the Camden Yards yesterday.
    Hunter: You did? I wanted to make the game too. The starting pitcher was Wei-Yin Chen, right?
Tony: Yup. Too bad you didn’t make it. The Orioles played the Red Sox.
    Hunter: So how’s the game? I haven’t read the news coverage yet.
Tony: Well, a one-hour, 38-minutes rain delay interrupted the game.  
    Hunter: What? Were you drenched?
Tony: Just as well that I brought an umbrella. I accidentally watched the weather forecast though before I went out.
    Hunter: Lucky you. So, who won?
Tony: Wei-Yin Chen cruised through seven innings, allowing only four hits and fanning seven, no walks. In this rubber game, he also received plenty of support. Chris Davis hit a two-run homer off Boston.
    Hunter: I’m so green with envy. You must have had a great time!
[譯文]
昨晚湯尼去看了一場美國大聯盟的職業棒球賽，那是杭特原本也非常想去看但沒能成行的比賽。
湯尼：昨晚我去坎姆登球場(美國職棒大聯盟金鶯隊的主場球場)看比賽了。
杭特：你有去哦? 那場比賽我也很想去看說。先發投手是陳偉殷對吧?
湯尼：沒錯。你沒去看真的太可惜了。金鶯戰紅襪。
杭特：比賽結果如何? 我還沒看新聞。
湯尼：喔，一場大雨讓比賽暫停了一個小時又三十八分鐘。
杭特：真的哦? 那你不就淋成落湯雞?
湯尼：幸好我有帶傘。出門之前剛好看到天氣預報。
杭特：你還真幸運。那，最後誰贏了?
湯尼：陳偉殷順利投完七局，只被打出四支安打，三振了七個，而且沒有四壞球。兩隊在這個三連戰的系列賽打成一勝一負，這是第三場。隊友也很捧場，克里斯‧戴維斯打出一支兩分全壘打。
杭特：真讓我嫉妒。你一定看得超過癮的!
二、[關鍵片語‧句法解析]
Just as well that I brought an umbrella.
{簡易句型辨析}   
It is just as well that + 完整句子 = 還好…
It is fortunate that + 完整句子 = 還好…
It is a good thing that + 完整句子 = 還好…
{句型概說}：
It is just as well that + 完整句子 
→這個句型可以用於表示「~無妨；~沒關係；還好~」等意思。在一般會話場合時，主詞(it)與動詞(is)常常直接省略。
  [例句]
  It is just as well that Mary didn’t go to the ball game with us; it was showering.
   (還好瑪莉沒跟我們一起去看球賽；雨下得超大的。)
  [例句]
  It is a good thing that Tom didn’t come to visit us this afternoon; no one was home then.
   (還好湯姆今天下午沒來我們家；那時根本沒人在家。)
三、[快速上手‧常用例句] 
Let’s shoot some hoops.
我們來打籃球吧。
We’ll just do half-court, two on two. 
我們打半場(籃球比賽場地)就好，二對二。
Mark my words, San Antonio Spurs will definitely defeat Miami Heat at this year’s NBA final.
相信我說的，聖安東尼奧馬刺隊一定會在今年的NBA總冠軍賽擊敗邁阿密熱火隊。
Tim Duncan is really an incredible player; he can always pump up the team’s spirit.
提姆‧鄧肯真是個不可思議的球員；他總是能振奮球隊士氣。
Do we play the three-pointer line?
我們要玩有三分球的嗎?
The Orioles put up an incredible fight.
金鶯隊的表現非常出色。
Kansas City Royals won their last ten games in a row. 
堪薩斯皇家隊之前十場比賽全勝。
The Mariners had three double plays tonight.
今晚西雅圖水手隊策動了三次雙殺。
Did you see the World Series last season?
你有看上個球季的世界大賽(美國職棒大聯盟的年度總冠軍賽)嗎?
How could he miss three shots in a row?
他怎麼會連續三次投籃不進呢?
Wow, that ball was called strike.
哇，那個球竟然被判好球。
After winning the match with England, Uruguay qualified.
贏了對英格蘭的比賽之後，烏拉圭就晉級十六強賽了。
Goal from James Rodriguez helped Colombia to a 2-1 win over Côte d'Ivoire.
詹姆士‧羅德里奎茲的進球讓哥倫比亞以二比一戰勝象牙海岸。
Adam Jones of Baltimore Orioles is batting over three hundred this season.
巴爾的摩金鶯隊的亞當‧瓊斯本季打擊率超過三成。
In a foot ball game, every single player can only play offense or defense, not both.
在美式足球賽裡頭，每一位球員只能選擇擔任進攻或防守其中一種，不能同時負責兩項。
A touchdown is six points and a field goal is three. 
美式足球的達陣可以得到六分，射球進門得三分。
Now the Dallas Mavericks are playing defense.
現在是由達拉斯小牛隊進攻。
The Brazilian player is rated the best midfielder in 2014 FIFA World Cup.
在2014年的國際足總世界盃中，那位巴西球員被評為最佳中場球員。
Could you teach me the soccer skills of passing, dribbling or shooting?
你可以教我足球裡的傳球、盤球和射門技巧嗎?
The twelfth hole seems the toughest of this golf course.
在這個高爾夫球場中，第十二洞好像難度最高。
What club is the best on this one?
這一洞使用幾號桿最合適呢?
I made a hole in one on the eighth this morning.
今天早上我在第八洞打了一桿進洞。
Did you watch the PGA U.S. Open Championship live broadcast last night?
你昨晚有收看PGA美國公開賽的實況轉播嗎?
Shall we get in a game of tennis during the lunch break?
午休時我們要不要來場網球比賽啊?
四、[臨場反應‧單句問答]
Question 1

    (耳聽) Shall we *get in* a game of tennis during the lunch break?
午休時我們要不要來場網球比賽啊?
(回答) You bet.
      當然好。
Question 2

    (耳聽) You wanna play some tennis? A set of doubles?
          打場網球怎麼樣啊? 打雙打?
    (回答) But doubles could be a *three-ring circus*.
      但是打雙打場面可能會變得很亂耶。
五、旅遊錦囊

美國職棒大聯盟購票指南：就在自己家裡買!
一向只在台灣觀賞職業棒球的球迷們，或許不容易想像：想購買美國職棒大聯盟比賽的票券，只需要上MLB的官方網站(mlb.com)，或是上Ticketmaster這種專業售票網站上直接選擇場次、座位、付款，而最後的取票程序，則是可以在家裡用印表機直接列印出來！將列印出來的入場券遠渡重洋帶到美國，在棒球場入場之前，讓球場入口的工作人員用手持式掃描器掃描一下就可以入場了。值得注意的是：若想觀賞高人氣球隊或是像季後賽那種比較大型、受矚目的比賽時，球票越早買越好。因為晚買的話可能最少要付上七、八十塊甚至到數百美金的票價才找得到空位；一般來說，球場最上層的便宜票券早早就會銷售一空。 
到球場的交通方式多數是開車或搭乘大眾運輸工具。若是自行開車，球場附近都設有很多大型的專業停車場或是中小型的空地停車場，停車位數量之大是台灣球迷難以想像的哦!不過有些離球場比較近的停車場，費用並不便宜。 
球迷進場前必須經過簡單的金屬探測器安檢，也不可以帶飲料進場。大多數球場的設計並不像台灣球場會區分出內、外野不同區域，而是從任一出入口都可以進出；球場內部整個環繞成一圈動線，只要經由各式走道，大多數區域都是可以通達的。
六、主題字彙：
1. pitcher [ˋpɪtʃɚ] 投手；七號鐵桿
2. drench [drɛntʃ] 使濕透
3. accidentally [͵æksəˋdɛnt!ɪ] 偶然地、意外地
4. rubber [ˋrʌbɚ] 橡膠
5. hoop [hup] 籃框
6. pump [pʌmp] 打氣
7. qualify [ˋkwɑlə͵faɪ] 使…具有資格、合格
8. goal [gol] 球門、得分
9. bat [bæt] 球棒
10. defense [dɪˋfɛns] 防守；防禦
