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SEEDNet Gives Birth to Taiwan’s Internet Services

The Institute for Information Industry (111) was established as the leading
locomotive that steered IT applications, especially advanced ones, in
Taiwan. In 1990, the Il actively worked on the project of SEEDNET.
The objective for its first stage in 1991 was to connect with large
networks in foreign countries, which was followed by extensive
connections to industry-related public associations and consortium
databases. Thus it would build for Taiwan’s IT industry a treasure house
of connections with the most comprehensive information retrieval
systems.

Previously, Internet service providers (ISP) offered the public accesses to
the Internet through the following means of connections: dial-up
networking, ADSL (asymmetric digital subscriber line), data line,
fiber-optic or mobile network. Some providers even offered domain name
registrations, web hosting and lo-location services.

The 111 coined the word “SEED” by combining the acronyms of Software
Engineering Environment Development. In Taiwan, SEEDNet has indeed
planted seeds that grow into Internet propagation. To motivate business
people or the IT circle to use the Internet, a provision of databases,
contents and services is necessary.

In joint efforts with the Ministry of Economic Affairs, the Il has
launched Industry & Technology Intelligence Service (ITIS) that
establishes for Food, Biochemical, Shipping and other industries a
periodically updated database. Through SEEDNet, databases for
subordinate divisions of the Ministry of Economic Affairs and other
consortiums also grow rapidly within a short space of two years.
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As information technology keeps progressing and industries stay
ever-changing, the Institute for Information Industry decides to present
SEEDNet to the island’s information industry. Only by having a good
grasp of the latest news of the world’s standard organizations, product
specifications, trends and markets can Taiwan sharpen its competitive
edge on the international stage. Meanwhile, the public will also find it
easy to learn the usage of computers and the Internet.

SEEDNet has carried out a number of cross-industry cooperation projects,
one of which being the collaboration between SEEDNet and Holix, a
content-based website. Users of the website can obtain three hours’ free
online surfing and a free making of personal webpage or business
network. They can log in Manpower Bank without being charged. In
addition, Notebook computers, 100 hours’ online surfing, FarEas Tone
pre-paid phone cards and others are prizes they can win.

Domestic Internet service providers initiated a content website with
Chinese articles in eight categories. It aimed to become the biggest
content website in the Chinese community. It started with guidance
instructions on how to look for search engines, followed by Political
Council, Educational Websites, Channel T, High Technology News,
Child King, Manpower Bank, and I-Show E-People. Altogether, more
than 38 content websites were launched in the same period.

As to the domain of Cable TV network, SEEDNet joined KG Telecom in
ventures to explore the potentials of Cable network commercialization.
Computer viruses are a hidden threat to the Internet. To cope with the
threat, SEEDNet joined hands with Trend Micro in carrying out online
anti-virus operations.
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SEEDNet is the major business of the reinvested corporation of the
Institute for Information Industry. In 2000, the government set up Fixed
Networks Sector. Since then, three private enterprises have participated in
the new telecom era. In 2007, SEEDNet worked with Sparg of the Far
Eastern Group in developing Internet phones. It also cooperated with
FarEas Tone Telecom in the application of WAP (Wireless Application
Protocol) that aimed to stimulate e-commerce growth. As the Institute for
Information Industry represented an official consortium to some degree,
SEEDNet later merged with FarEas Tone Telecom to avoid being
accused of vying against private sectors for profits. In 2008 the two
integrated to promote Fixed Networks services in Taiwan.

In 1983, the American MCI Inc. inaugurated low-cost email services that
resembled telegram sending and receiving of the Telecom Corp, with
computers acting as the transporting vehicle. By the end of 1984 Chinese
computer networks and emails were seen in Taiwan. In 1985 emails took
the place of the half-century-old telegraphs. In 1986 the academia started
exchanging emails through International Academic Network. Due to the
unpopularity of Chinese computers, telephone fax machines had to offer
transitional services at that time. The so-called emails are actually
telephone faxes. In 1990 MCI also offered to expand email markets with
Taiwan government.

By 1993 Internet Emailing has evolved into a new technology. The
original Directorate General of Telecommunications was privatized and
became Chunghwa Telecom. In 1994, HINET of Chunghwa Telecom,
SEEDNET of the Institute for Information Industry, and TANET of
Taiwan academia all started providing email services to the public,
marking a new milestone for Taiwan’s Internet penetration.
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